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Humovrous Letter on CORPORATION ELOQUENCE. 


Extra@ of a Letter from Wells, September 15, 1783. 


N Monday laft the gallant lord Hood, the coadjutor of 

Rodney in the memorable 12th of April, honoured this 
city with his prefence. Let other cities learn, from our conduct, 
to pay due honour to thofe who, by fignal fervices, deferve the 
applaufe of their country. ‘The bells announced his arrival, 
and the chief magiftrate would have fired the cannons; but as 
the mafter of the ordnance was at Henftridge, and the largeft 
gun found, on examination, to have its touch-hole much melted 
from late fevere ation, this compliment was from neceflity 
omitted. A {ummons was inftantly iffued for the convention of 
the corporation, and obeyed : it was propofed, and refolved 
without debate, that the freedom of the city, in a gold box, in- 
troduced by an oration expreflive of the gratitude which glowed 
in the bofoms of this venerable body of magiftrates, fhould be 
prefented. The only doubt was, whether they fhould accoft 
him in the terfe Salluftian ftile, with the ore rotundo of Cicero, 
or the ardentia verba of Demotthenes. 

** Shall we (faid they) confine ourfelves to profe alone ; 
mingle and fweeten profe with verfe, or offer diftinét compofi- 
tions in both? If the latter, who fhall deliver the oratory ? 
Who recite the ode ? ‘The compofition of both was ealy ; the 
only difficulty, where all were equal to the tafk, to felect two 
without exciting jealoufy in the refit. As in Czfar’s army every 
Vou. U. 41. 2U common 
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common foldier was capable of commanding a cohort, fo each 
member of this fynod was cither an orator or poet.””—The Gre- 
cian chiefs, contending for the glory of entering the lifts with 
Heétor, could not have been more at a lofs. There was a fhort 
paufe ; when, after a few minutes had elapfed, the eyes of the 
whole affembly were fixed on the mayor and town-clerk : the 
firft a votary of Apollo from his youth, the other ftamped with 
the reputation of a clear, correct, and forcible writer. — “* Sta- 
tion, (fays the mayor, with the moft feducing modefty,) not 
merit, my learned brethren, has determined your choice: let 
very one cent ribute to the compofition, the honour be mine to 








fi , volatilize, and prefent the l-Julling draught.” They 
1 . 7 7 
nodded affent. A man, celebrated in the republic of letters, 


In public matters, (faid he,) my generous liberal 
y ties ; no man bows lower to office 
_ myfelf. The mayor is the head, it is his duty to {peak 
e bo dy 5 ; but what is the town-clerk, is not he the tail ? 
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ipired ; and what is infpiration, but repletion with wind ? Who 
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1 fhould deliver the body from ventofe oppreffions but the 

k, the pofterior, as the mayor is the anterior, mouth : 
my opinion t hen 3 » that the mayor pronounce the oration, the 
town-clerk recite the ode.” 

Chis wei shy affair being fettled, on the enfuing morning, 
preceded by the enfigns of dignity, this fage body waited on 
the admiral.—Let us iuppofe them intre duced ; then call your 
imagination to fupply a fcene of grace and dignity; to an ade- 
quate deicription of which, an abler pen than mine would be 
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In the divinity-fchool at Oxford, foremoft among the Pomfret 
fiatues, ftands Cicero, in the aét of fpeaking ; his attitude the 
nol judicious magiltrate aflumed : had he but thrown back the 
fleeve of his robe, and taken oif his wig, you could hardly have 
known them apart, cr at leaft might have conceited one to be a 
leaden caft from the other. By an alteration equally minute, 

ion might have contributed to the deception, and 
the other ftatues.—Thus prepared, he opened 
the proemium ; he was clear, not rapid ; not m taphori cal, but 
didactic and convincing. If I co suld jufti ify the expreflion, [ 
fhould cali this part orato-hiftorical ; it took a concife view of 
maritime affai: m r e Ar onautic expedition down to Mon- 
fieur Mongolfier’s zrioilatic navigable iphere; by the way de- 
fcribing the forms and imperfections of the fhips that conveyed 
Greece to the Trojan war, explained the naumachia of the an- 
9 tients, 
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tients, inveftigated the caufe of Anthony and Cleopatra’s defeat 
at the battle of Actium, and obferving the moft critical atten- 
tion to chronology, came at Jength to treat of the naval affairs 
of Great Britain , having digreffed a littie to fpeak of the pre- 
fent flate of navigation in the frozen ocean within the arétic 
and -antartic circles.—It is impoilible to follow him minutely 
through this moit learned and elaborate difquifition ; fulfice it to 
fay, that he came at laft to captain Greenvill’s extraordinary 
bravery in the Revenge, who, with a fingle fhip, fought the 
whole Spanifh fleet fifteen hours, and funk three of them; the 
victory over the Spanifh Armada in queen Elizabeth’s time, and 
the no lefs important and glorious victories of Rodney and 
Hood over the French and Spaniards in our own time. Here 
the oration took a new turn, and his imagination feemed to 
glow with redoubled ardour ; he was like a rocket at the end of 
its projectile career, all fire and brilliancy ; he poured allufion 
on allegory, trope on metaphor, with the moft irrefiftible impe- 
tuofity ; his action was equally animated with his language; he 
lifted his hands to heaven like Mr. Burke, beat a table to pieces 
like Mr. Fox, and, having exhaufted all his powers, fat down 
perfectly filent like Mr. T———. 

In this inftant the town-clerk, like another Neptune, ftepped 

forward, to affuage the tempeft with verfe : he recited, memo- 
riter, a Pindaric Ode of his own compofing ; fimilar, though 
perhaps a hypo critic may invidioufly infinuate not quite equal 
to, the Qualem minifirum fulminis alitem of Horace : which be- 
ing finifhed, he prefented the freedom of the city, finely illu- 
minated, in a box of gold of different colours, enriched witha 
medallion, emblematical of the prefent fourifhing ftate of the 
city: it piftured the elder reprefentative prefenting the Genius 
of Wells with an ear of wheat, in allufion to his late folicitude 
for the promotion of agriculture, and humane attention to the 
claims of the poor. ‘The piece was highly finifhed by a great 
artift, and perfect, except in one particular, that the outline of 
the corn was fo hard, it had the appearance of a ftone, and the 
unnatural feparation of the beards looked like the legs of a {cor- 
pion. 
Thus, my friend, have I fent you an imperfect tketch of our 
proceedings at Wells. Perhaps you will, as ufual, fufpect that 
I have too far indulged my fancy: be it fo; yet I abjure all 
fiction, when I obferve that if Demofthenes and Cicero, Pindar 
and Horace, had been prefent, they could not have exhaufted 
the flores of oratory on a more deferving fubject. 
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fn Account of the late EARTHQUAKES iz CALABRIA, 
, SICILY, &c, Communicated to the Royat Society by Sir 
WiiiiamM Hamitron. 


[Continued from page 325+] 
ROM Terra Nuova I went to Oppide. ‘This city is fitu- 


ated on a mountain of a ferruginous fort of gritty fone, 
unlike the clay foil of its neighbourhood, and is furrounded by 
two rivers in a ravine, deeper and bfoader than that of Terra 
Nuova. Inftead of the mountain on which Oppido was fitu- 
ated having fplit in two, and by its fall in the rivers flopped 
their courfe, and formed great lakes, as we are told, it was (as 
at Terra Nuova) huge pieces of the plain, on the edge of the 
ravine, that had been detached into it, nearly filled it up, and 
ftopped the courfe of the rivers, the waters of which are now 
forming two great lakes. It is true, that part of the rock on 
which Oppido ftood, was detached with feveral houfes into the 
ravine; but that is a trifling circumilance, in. comparifon of the 
very great tracts of land, with large plantations of vines and 
olive-trees, which have been detached from one fide of the ra- 
vine clear over to the other, though the diftance is more than 
half a mile. 

Tt is well attefted, that a countryman, who was plowing his 
field in this neighbourhood with a pair of oxen, was tranfported, 
with his field and team, clear from one fide of the ravine to the 
other, and that neither he nor his oxen were hurt. After what 
I have feen, I verily believe this may have happened. A large 
volume might be compofed of the curious facts and accidents of 
this kind produced by the earthquakes in the valley ; and, I 
fuppofe, many will be recorded in the account of the late for- 
midable earthquakes, which the academy of Naples intend to 
publifh, the prefident having already fent into Calabria fifteen 
members, with draughtfmen in proportion, fo collect the facts, 
and make drawings for the fole purpoje of gving a fatisfactory 
and ample account of the late calamity to the public ; but un- 
lefs they attend, as I did, to the nature of the foil of the p'aces 
where thofe accidents happened, their reports wi!l generally meet 
with little credit, except irom thoie who are profeffed cilettanti 
of miracles, and many fuch do certainly exift in this country. 

I met with a rex ble inflance here of the degree of im- 
mediate diftrefs to which t 1afortunate inhabitants of the de- 
ftroyed towns were reduced. Don Marcillo Grillo, a gentleman 
of fortune, and of great landed property, having efcaped from 
his houfe at Oppido, which was deftroyed by the _ 
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and his money (no lefs. chan twelve thoufand pieces of gold) 
having been buried under the ruins of it, remained feveral days 
without food or thelter during heavy rains, and was obliged toa 
hermit in the neighbourhood for the loan of a clean fhirt. 
Having walked over the ruins of Oppido, I defcended into 
the ravine, and examined carefully the whole of at. Here I 
faw, indeed, the wonderful f of the earthquake, which has 
produced exactly the fame effects as I have defcribed in the rae 
vine of Terra Nuova, but on 4 fcale infinitely greater. The 
enormous mafles of the plain, detaches from each fide of the ra- 
vine, lie fometimes in confuled heaps, forming real. mountains, 
and havigg flopped the courfe.of tworivers, (one of which is 
very confiderable,) great lakes are already formed, and, if not 
afliied by nature or art, fo as to give the rivers their due courfe, 
mutt infalhbly be the caufe of a general infeftion in the neigh- 
bourhood. Sometimes I met with a detached piece of the furs 
face of the plain (of many acres in extent) with the large oaks 
and olive-trees, with lupins or corn under them, growing as 
well, and in as good order, at the bottom of the ravine, ‘as their 
companions, from whom they were feparated, do on their native 
foil in the plain, at leait five hundred feet higher, and at the dif- 
tance of about three quartersof a mile. I met with whole vine- 
yards in the fame order in the bottom, that had likewife taken 
the fame journey. As the banks of the ravine, from whence 
thefe pieces came, are now bare and perpendicular, I perceived 
that the upper foil was a reddith earth, and the under one fandy 
white clay, very compact, and like a foft ftone.. The impulfe 
thefe huge mailes received, either from the violent motion of 
the earth alone, or that affilled with the additional one of the 
volcanic exhalations fet ac liberty, feems to have aéted with 
greater force on the lower and more compact ftratum than on 
the upper cultivated cruft; for I conftantly obferved, where 
thefe cultivated iflands lay, (for fo they appeared to be on the 
barren bottom of the ravine,) the under ftratum of compaét clay 
had been driven fome hundred yards further, and lay in con- 
fufed blocks, and, as I obferved, many of thofe blocks were of 
acubical form. The under foil having had a greater impulfe, 
and leaving the upper in its flight, naturally accounts for the or- 
der in which the trees, vineyards, and vegetation, fell and re- 
main at prefeat in the bottom of the ravine. This curious 
fact I thought deferved to be recorded, but is not eafily de- 
{cribed by words, When the drawings and plans of the aca- 
demy are pubiithed, this account (imperfect as it is) may, per- 
haps, have its utility. Had my time permitted, I would cer- 
teinly have taken a draughtfman with me iato Calabria. 
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In another part of the bottoni of the ravine there is a moun- 
tain, compoled of the fame clay foil, and which was probably a 
piece of the plain, detached by an earthquake at fome former 
period ; it is about two hundred and fifty feet high, and about 
tour hundred feet diameter at its bafis, This mountain, as is 
well attefted, has travelled down the ravine near four miles, 
having been put in motion by the earthquake of the sth of Fe- 
bruary. The abundance of rain which fell at that time, the 
great weight of the frefh detached pieces of the plain, which I 
faw heaped up atthe back of it ; the nature of the foil of which 
it is compofed, and particularly its fituation on a declivity, ac- 
counts well for this phenomenon : whereas, the reports which 
came from Naples, of a mountain, ina perfect plain, having 
leaped four miles, had rather the appearance of a miracle. I 
found fome fingle timber trees alfo with a lump of their native 
foil at the roots, ftanding upright in the bottom of the ravine, 
and which had been detached from the plain above-mentioned. 
I obferved alfo, that many confufed heaps of the loofe foil, de- 
tached by the earthquake from the plains on each fide of the ra- 
vine, had aétually run like a volcanic lava, (having probably 
been affifted by the heavy rain,) and produced many effects, 
greatly refembling thofe of lava, during their courfe down a 
great part of the ravine. 

At Santa Chriftina, in the neighbourhood of Oppido, the 
like phenomena had been exhibited, and the great force of the 
earthquake of the 5th of February feems to have been exerted 
on thefe parts, and at Cafal Nuovo and Terra Nuova. The 
phznomena exhibited by the earthquakes in other parts of the 
plains of Calabria Ultra are of the fame nature ; but trifling, 
in comparifon of thofe I have been defcribing. The barracks 
erected for the remaining inhabitants of the antient city of Op- 
pido, now in ruins, are on a healthy fpot, at about the diitance 
of a mile from the old town, where I found the baron of this 
country, the prince of Cariati, ufefully employed in the affif- 
tance of his unfortunate fubjects. He fhewed me two girls, one 
of about fixteen years of age, who had remained eleven days 
without food under the ruins of a houfe at Oppido: fhe had a 
child of five or fix months old in her arms, which died the 
fourth day. The girl gave me a clear account of her iuffer- 
ings : having light through a fmall opening, the had kept an 
exact account of the number of days fhe had been buried. She 
did not feem to be in bad health, drank freely, but had a dif_i- 
culty in {wallowing any thing folid. ‘The other girl was abcut 
eleven years of age: fhe remained under the ruins fix days 
only ; but in fo very confined and diftrefsful a potture, that one 
of 
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of her hands, prefling againft hercheek, had nearly worn a hole 
through it. 

From Oppido I proceeded through the fame beautiful coun- 
try, and ruined towns and villages, to Seminara and Palmi. 
The houfes of the former were not quite in fucha rained condi- 
tion as thofe of the latter, whofe fituation is lower and nearer 
the fea. One thoufand four hundred lives were loft at Pa! 
and all the dead bodies have not been removed and burnt, as in 
moft other parts I vifited ; for I aw myfelf two taken up whiit 
I was there, and I fhall ever remember a melancholy figure of a 
woman in mourning, fitting upon the ruins of her houfe, her 
head reclined upon her hand and knee, and followed with an 
anxious eager eye every ftroke of the pick-axe of the labourers 
employed to clear away the rubbith, in hopes of recovering the 
corpfe of a favourite child. 

Palmi was a great market for oil, of which there were up- 
wards of four thoufand barrels in the town at the time of its de- 
ftruction, fo that the barrels and jars being broken, a river of 
oil ran into the fea from it for many hours. The fpilt oi!, mixed 
with the corn of the granaries, and the corrupted bodies, have 
had a fenfible effect on the air. This, I fear, as the heats én- 
creafe, may prove faial to the unfortunate remainder of the in- 
habitants of Palmi, who live in barracks near the ruined town. 
My guide told me, that he had been buried in the ruins of his 
houfe here by the firft fhock ; and tnat after the fecond, which 
followed immediately, he found himfelf fitting attride of a bea 
at leaft fifteen feet high in the air. I heard of many fach eXx- 
traor: linary efcapes in all parts of the piain, where the earth- 
quake had exerted its greatelt force. 

From Palmi I proceed¢ d throu zh the beautiful woody moun- 
tains of Bagnara and Solano; noble timber oak trees, on high 
rocks ; narrow vallies, with torrents in their bottoms; the roads 
dangerous, both on account of robbers and precipices. My two 
guards, inftead of leading the way, as they had hitherto done, 
now feparated, and formed an advanced anda rear-guard. The 
Narrow road was often interrupted by the fallen rocks and trees 
during the earthquakes, and oblized us to feek a new and ftill 
more dangerous road; but the Calabrefe horfes are really as 
fure-footed as goats. In the midit of one of thefe paffes we 
felt a very fmart thock of aa eart hquake, accompanied by a 
loud explofion, like that of fpringing a mine. Fortunately for 
us, it did not, as I expetted, d etach ny rocks or trees from the 
high mountains that hon; g over our heads. Afier having paffed 
the woods of Bagnara, ‘Sino poli, and Solano, I went through 
rich corn fields and lawns, beautifuliy bow: =“ d with woods and 
fcattered 
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feattered trees, like our fineft parks, and which continue vary- 
ing for fome miles, "till you come upon the top of an open plain 
on a hill, commanding the whole Faro of Meflina, tlie coaft of 
Sicily, as far as Catania, with Mount tna rifing proudly be- 
hind it ; which, all together, compofed the fineft view imagin- 
able. From thence I defcended a horrid rocky road to the 
Terre del Pezzolo, where there is a country feat and a village 
belonging to the princefs of Bagnara. ‘There I found that an 
epidemical] diforder had already manifetted itfelf, as it probably 
will in many other parts of this glorious, but unhappy country, 
in proportion as the heats encreafe, owing to the hardfhips fuf- 
fered, and the air having been fpoilea by new-formed Jakes. 
Several fifhermen affured me, that during the earthquake of the 
sth of February, at night, the land near the fea was hot, and 
that they faw fire iffue out of the earth in many parts. This 
circumftance has been often repeated to me in the plain; and 
my idea is, that the exhalations which iffued during the violent 
commotions of the earth, were ful! of electrical fire, juft as the 
fmoke of volcanos is conftantly obferved to be during violent 
eruptions ; for I faw no mark, in any part of my journey, of 
any*volcanic matter having iffued from the fiffures of the earth ; 
and I am convinced, that the whole damage has been done by 
exhalations of vapours only. The firft fhock felt at this place, 
as I was afflured, was lateral], and then vorticofe, and exceedingly 
violent ; but what they call violent here, muft have been no- 
thing in comparifon to what was felt in the plain of Cafal Nu- 
ovo, Poliflone, Palmi, Terra Nuova, Oppido, &c. &e. where 
all agreed in afluring me, that the violence of the fatal fhock of 
the 5th of February was inftantaneous, without warning, and 
from the bottom upwards ; and indeed in thofe places, where 
the mortality has been fo great, and where nothing is to be feen 
but a confufed heap of ruins, without diftinétion of either ftreets 
or houfes, the violence of that fhock is fufficiently confirmed. 
From this place to Reggio the road on each fide is covered with 
villas and orange groves. I faw not one houfe levelled to the 
ground, but perceived that all had been damaged, and were 
abandoned, and that the inhabitants were univerfally retired to 
barracks in thefe beautiful groves of orange, mulberry, and fig 
trees, of which there are many in the environs of Reggio. One 
that I vifited, and which is reckoned the richeft in all this part 
of Magna Gracia, is about a mile and a half from the town of 
Reggio, and, what is remarkable, belongs to a gentleman w hofe 
Chniftian name is Agamemnon. The Lesuty of the argrume 
(the general. name of all kind of orange, lemon, cedrate, and 
bergamot trees) is not to be defcribed ; the foil being fandy, 
the 
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the expofition warm, and command of water, a clear rivulet be- 
ing introduced at pleafure in little channels to the foot of each 
tree, is the reafon of the wonderful luxuriancy of thofe trees. 
Don Agamemnon affured me, it was a bad year when he did not 
gather from his garden (which is of no great extent) one hun- 
dred and feventy thoufand lemons, two hundred thoufand oranges, 
(which I found as excellent as thofe of Malta,) and bergamot 
enough to produce two hundred quarts of the effence from their 
rinds. ‘There is another fingularity in thefe gardens, as I was 
affured ; every fig tree affords two crops of fruit annually, the 
firt in June, the fecond in Augutt. 

But to return to my fubjeét, from which my attention was fre- 
quently called away by the extraordinary and ancommon beauty 
and fertility of this rich province.—I arrived about fun-fet at 
Reggio, which I found lefs damaged than I expected, though not 
a houfe in it is habitable or inhabited, and ail the people live in 
barracks, or tents: but after having been feveral days in the 
plain, where every building is levelled to the ground, a houfe 
with a roof, or a church witha fteeple, was to me a new and re- 
frefhing obje&t. The inhabitants of the whole country, that 
has been fo feverely afflicted with earthquakes, feem, however, 
to have fo great a dread of going into a houfe, that when the 
earthquakes thall have ceafed, I am perfuaded the greateft part 
of them will itill continue to live in barracks. ‘The barracks 
here (except fome few that are even elegant) are ill conftructed, 
as are in general throughout the country all the barracks of 
towns that have been {fo little damaged as to allow the inhabi- 
tants to flatter themfelves with a hope of being able to retura 
to, and occupy their houfes again, when the prefent calamity is 
at an end. 

Reggio has been roughly handled by the earthquakes, but is 
by no means deftroyed. The archbihhop, a fenfible, active, and 
humane prelate, has diftinguifhei himfelf from the beginning of 
the earthquakes to this day, having immediately difpofed of ail 
the fuperfluous ornaments of the churches, and of his own huules 
and furniture, for the fole relief of his diftreffed flock, with 
whom he chearfully bears an equal fhare of every inconvenicice 
and diftrefs which fuch a calamity has naturally occafioned. Ex- 
cept in this inftance, and very few others, indeed, I obferved 
throughout my whole journey a prevailing indolence, inactiv ty, 
and want of {pirit ; which is unfortunate, as fuch a heavy and 
general calamity can only be repaired by a difpofition directly 
contrary to that which prevails: but as this government is in- 
defatigable in its endeavours at remedying every prefent evil, 
and preventing fuch as may naturally be expected, it is to be 
Vou. Il. 41, 2X hoped 






















345 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





hoped that the generous and wife difpofitions lately made will 
reftore the energy that is wanting, and without which one of 
the richeit provinces in Kurope is in danger of utter ruin. Silk 
and cflence of bergamot, oranges and lemons, are the great 
articles of trade at Reggio. I am affured, that no lefs than one 
hundred thoufand quarts of this effence is annually exported. 
The fruit, after the rind is taken off, is given to the cows and 
oxen; apd the inhabitants of this tawn affured me, that the 
beef, at that feafon, has a difagreeable flavour of bergamot, 
The worthy archbifhop gave me an account of the earthquakes 
here in 1770, and 1780, which obliged the inhabitants (in num- 
ber fixteen thoufand four hundred) to encamp or remain in bar- 
racks feveral months, without, however, having done any con- 
fiderable damage to the town. I was aflured here, (where they 
have had fuch along experience of earthquakes,) that all animals 
and birds are, in a greater or lefs degree, much more fenfible of 
aa approaching fhock of an earthquake, than any human be- 
ing ; but that geefe, above all, feem to be the fooneft and moft 
alarmed at the approach of a fhock: if in the water, they quit 
it immediately, and there are no means of driving them into the 
water for fome time after. 
[To be continued.} 





Origin of ibe Grey Mare’s being the Bett ER Horses. 


To the PRINT E R. 
SIR, 
] Had lately the pleafure of paffing a very agreeable evening 


in a mixed company of both fexes, where the converfation 
happening to turn upon the propricty of that power which men 
ufually arrogate to themfelves of rujing over their wives with a 
defpotic {way, a young lady of wit and humour, then prefent, 
replied, ‘* It might poffibly be fo fometimes, but much oftener 
the grey mare is the better borfe ;” and very obliging!y enter- 
tained the company with the following account cf the rife of 
that proverbial faying, which is made ufe of when a woman go- 
verns her hufband. 
A gentleman of a certain county in England, having married 
a young lady of confiderable fortune, and with many other 
charms, yet finding, in a very fhost time, that fhe was of a high 
domineering fpirit, and alw ays contending to be miftrefs of him 
and his family, he was refolved to part with her. Accordingly, 
2 he 
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he went to her father, and told him he found his daughter of 
fuch a temper, and was fo heartily tired of her, that, if he would 
take her home again, he would return every penny of her for- 
tune. 

The old gentleman having enquired into the caufe of his com- 
plaint, afked him why he fhould be more difquieted at it than 
any other married man, fince it was the common cafe with 
them all, and confequently no more than he ought to have ex- 
pected when he entered into the marriage ftate? The youtlg 
gentleman defired to be excufed, if he faid he was fo far from 
giving his affent to this affertion, thathe thought himfelf more 
unhappy than any other man, as his wife had a fpirit no way to 
be quelled; and as moft certainly no man, who had a fenfe of 
right and wrong, could ever fubmit to be governed by his wife. 
** Son, (faid the old man,) you are but little acquainted with 
the world, if you do not know that all women govern their 
hufbands, though not all, indeed, by the fame method : how- 
ever, to end all difputes between us, I will put what I have faid 
on this proof, if you are willing to try it: [have five horfes in 
my {table ; you fhall harnefs thefe to a cart, in which I fhall 
put a bafket containing one hundred eggs ; and if, in pafling 
through the county, and making a ftriét enquiry into the trath 
or falfehood of my affertiow, and leaving a horfe at the houfe 
of every man who is mafter of his family himfelf, and an egg 
only where the wife governs, you fiad your eggs gone before 
your horfes, I hope you will then think your own cafe not un- 
common, but will be contented to go home, and look upon your 
own wife 4s no worfe than her neighbours. If, om the othe 
hand, your horfés are gone firft, I will take my daughter home 
again, and you fhall keep her fortune.” 

This propofal was too advantageous to be rejected ; our young 
married man, therefore, fet out with great eagernefs to get rid, 
as he thought, of his horfes and his wite. 

At the firit houfe he came to, he heard a woman, with a fhrill 
and angry voice, call to her hufband' to’ go to the coor : here he 
left an ego, you may be fure, without making any further en- 
quiry: ar the next he met with fométhing of the fame kind; 
and at every hcufe, in fhort, until his eggs were almoft gone, 
When he arrived at the feat of a gentleman of family and figure 
in the country : he knocked at the door, and enquiring for the 
mafter of the houfé, was told by a fervant, that his matter was 
not yet ftirring ; but, if he pleafed to walk in, his lady was in 
the parlour. ‘The lady, with great complaifince, defired him to 
fea: himfelf, and faid, if his bufinefs was very urgent, fhe 
would wake her fpoufe to let him know it, but had tuch rather 
tm 2 not 
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not difturb him. ‘* Why, really, Madam, (faid he,) my bufi- 
nefs is only to afk a queition, which you can refolve as well as 
your hufband,. if you will be ingenuous with me: you will, 
doubtlefs, think it odd, and it may be deemed impolite for any 
one, much more a ftranger, to afk fuch a queftion ; but asa very 
confiderab e wager depends upon it, and it may be fome ad- 
vantage to yourlelf to declare the truth to me, I hope thefe con- 
fiderations will plead my excufe. It is, Madam, to defire to be 
informed whether you govern your hufband, or he rales over 
you ?” ** Indeed, Sir, (replied the lady,) this queftion is fome- 
whatodd ; but, asI think noone oagh: to be athamed of doing 
their duty, I fhall make no fcraple to fay, that I have been al- 
ways proud to obey my hufband in all things ; but, if a wo- 
man’s own word is to be fufpecied in fuch a cafe, let my huf- 
band anfwer for me, for here he comes.” 

The gentleman at that moment entering the room, and, after 
fome apologies, being made acquainted with the bufinefs, con- 
firmed every word his obedient wife had reported in her own fa- 
vour ; upon which he was invited to chuse which horfe in the 
team h liked beft, and toaccept of it as a prefent. 

A black gelding fruck the fancy of the gentleman mot ; but 
the lady defired he would chufe the grey mare, which the thought 
would be very fit for her fide-faddle. Her hafband gave fub- 
Rantial, reafons why the black horfe would be moft ufeful to 
them ; but Madam Rill perfifted in her claim to the grey mare. 
«© What! (faid fhe) and will you not take her, then? ButI 
fay you thall; for I am fure the grey mare is much the better 
horfe.”—** Well, my dear, (replied the hofband,) if it ‘muit be 
fo” «* You mutt take an egg, (replied the gentleman carter,) 
and I mult take all my horfes back again, anu endeavour to live 
happy with my wife.” 





ZEN O. 








On SLAVERY. Numeser I. 


ONSIEUR ADANSON, correfpondent of the Royal 

Academy of Sciences at Paris, who was employed from the 
year 1749 to 1753, in making natural philofophical obfervations 
on the country about the rivers Senegal and Gambia, fays, 
(page 54-) ‘© Which way foever I turned my eyes on this plea- 
fant fpot, I beheld a perfect image of pure nature ; an agree- 
able folitude, bounded on every fide by charming landfcapes ; 
the rural fituations of cottages in the midit of trees ; the eafe 
and indolence of the negroes, reclined under the fhade of their 
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{preading foliage ; the fimplicity of their drefs and manners ; 
the whole revived in my mind the idea of our firft parents, and [ 
feemed to contemplate the world in its primitive ftate. They 
are, generally {peaking, good-natured, fociable, and obliging. 
I was not: a little pleafed with this my firft reception ; it con- 
vinced me, that there ought to be a confiderable abatement 
made in the accounts I had read and heard every where of the 
favage character of the Africans. I obferved both in negroes 
and Moors, great humanity and fociablenefs, which gave me 
ftrong hopes that I thould be very fafe among them, and meet 
with the fuccefs I defired in my enquiries after the curiofities of 
the country.” And in page 252, {peaking of the remarks 
which the natives made to him refpecting the ftars and planets, 
«* It is amazing, that fuch a rude, illiterate people, fhould rea- 
fon fo pertinently in regard to thofe heavenly bodies: there is 
no manner of doubt, but that, with proper inftruments and a 
good-will, they would become excellent aftronomers.” 

Jobfon writes, ‘* That .he Mahomedan negroes fay their 
prayers thrice aday. It is furprizing, as well as commendable, 
(fays he,) to fee the modeily, attention, and reverence, which 
they obferve during their worfhip. He afked fome of their 
priefts the purport of their prayers and ceremonies ? Their an- 
{wer always was, that they adored God by prottrating them- 
felves before him : that by humbling themfelves, they acknow- 
Iedged their own infignificancy, and farther entreated him to 
forgive their faults, and to grant them all good and neceflary 


things, as well as deliverance from evil.’’ 
Ast ey’s Colle&tion, vol. II. p. 296. 


To be continued cecafionally. 
y f 





ESSAY on the Onicin and Procress of AGRICULTURE. 
By Mr. Rack, of Batu. 


E are very much in the dark with refpe& to the ftate and 
progreis of agriculture in Great Britain, previous to the 
14th century. That it was generally practifed, efpecially in the 
eaftern, fouthern, and midland parts of England, is certain; 
but of the mode and the fuccefs, we are left almoft totally ig- 
norant. In the latter end of the 15th century, however, it 
feems to have been cultivated as a fcience, and received very 
great improvement. 
At this time our countryman, Fitzherbert, judge of the Com- 
mon Pleas, fhone forth with diltinguifhed eminence in Oe eet 
tica 
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tical parts of hufbandry. He appears to have been the fir 
Englifhman who ttudied the nature of foils, and the laws of ve« 
getation, with philoiophieal attention, On thefe he formed a 
theory, confirmed by experiments, and rendered the ftudy plea- 
fing as well as profitable, by realizing the principles of the an- 
tients, to the honour and advantage of is country. Accord+ 
ingly, he publithed two treatifes on this fabyect ; the firlt, en- 
titled ‘* Te Book of Hufbandry,”’ appeared 1 in 1534 3 and the 
fecond, called ** The Book of Surveying and Improvements,” 
in 5539. 

‘Thete books, being written at a time when philofophy and 
feience were but juit emerging from that gloom in which they 
had long been buried, were doubtlefs replete with many efrors ; 
but they contained the rudiments of true knowledge, and re- 
vived the fiady and love of an art, the advantages of which 
were obvious to men of the leaft reflection. We therefore find 
that Fitzherbert’s books on agricultare foon raifed a fpirit of 
emulation in his countrymen, and many treatifes of the fame 
kind {ucceflively appeared ; which time has, however, deprived 
ws of, or at leait they are become fo very fcarce, as only to be 
found in the libraries of the curious. 

During the reign of Charles the Firft, our fatal domettic dif- 

fentions and wars reverféd the true order of things, changing 
eur ploughs and pruving-hooks imto martial weapons, Bat in 
the general revolution of affairs, which took place on the death 
of that unfortunate monarch, artful and avaricious men crept 
into the confifcated eftates of fuch of the nobility and gentry as 
had fteadily adhered to the royal caufe ; and as many of thefe 
new incroachers had rifen from the plough, they returned with 
pleafure to their old occupations, being chiefly animated with 
the love of gain. About this time Tuffer, Platt, Plattes, Hart- 
lib, Blythe, and fome others, feized this favourable opportu- 
nity of encouraging the difpofition of the common people, by 
writings, which have been equalled by few in later times. 

This revival of the art of hufbandry received confiderable 
encouragement from Cromwell himfelf. 

Sir Hugh Platt was one of the moft ingenious hofbandmen of 
the age in which he lived ; yet fo great was his modetty, that 
all his works, except his Paradife of Flora, feem to be polthu- 
mous. He held a correfpondence with moft of the lovers ard 
patrons of agriculture and gardening in England ; and fuch was 
the jaftice and modefty of his temper, that he always named the 
author of every difco sven communicated to him. Perhaps no 
man in any age diicovered, or at leaft broughr into ufe, fo many 
new kinds of manure. This will be evidtent to thofe who read 
his 
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his account of the compoft and covered dung-hills, and his ju 
dicious obfervations on the fertilizing qualities lodged in falt, 
fireet-dirt, and the fullage of itreets in great cities, clay, fuller’s 
earth, moorifh earths, dung-hills made in layers, tern, hair, cal- 
cination of all vegetables, malt-duit, willow-tree earth, foap?r’s 
afhes, urine, marle, and broken pilchards. 

Gabriel Plattes may be faid to have been an original genias 
in hufbandry. He began his obfervations at an earlier period, 
in the reign of queen Eiizabeth, and continued them down to 
the Commonwealth. But notwithftanding the great merit of 
this writer, and the effential fervice he had rendered his country 
by his writings, the public ungratefully fuffered him to itarve 
and perith in the ftreets of London; nor had he a fhirt on his 
back when he died. 

Samuel Hartlib, a celebrated writer on agriculture in the laf 
century, was highly efteemed and beloved by Milton, and other 
great men of his time. In the preface to the work, intitled his 
Legacy, he laments that no public director of hufpandry was 
eftablifhed in England by authority, and that we had not adopted 
the Flemifh method of letting farms upon improvement. 

This remark of Hartlib’s procared him a penfion of 1001. a 
year from Cromwell ; and the writer afterwards, the better to 
fulfil the intention of his benefactor, procured Dr. Beattie’s ex- 
cellent annotation on the Legacy, with other valuable papers 
from his numerous correfpondents. 

It muft here be obferved, that the famous work attributed to 
Hartlib, and called his Legacy, was not written by him. It 
was only drawn up at his requeft by one R. Childs, and, after 
undergoing Hartlib’s correction and revifal, was publifhed by 
him. It confilts of a general anfwer to this queftion, “* What 
are the a¢tual defects and omiffions, and what the poflible im- 
provements, in Englith hufbandry ?” 





- 
Curious Particurars relating to the INHABITANTS of 
Hupsown’s Bay, 


N fome of the countries adjoining to Hudfon’s Bay, they 
have one cuftom which is very extraordinary; that when 
their parents grow fo old as to be incapable of fupporting them- 
felves by their labour, they require their children to ftrangle 
them ; and this is efteemed an aét of obedience in the children 
to perform. The manner of difcharging this laft duty is thus < 
The grave of the old perion is dug ; he goes into it ; and after 
having converfed, and fmoaked a pipe, or perhaps drank a dram 
or 








352 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


or two with his children, the old perfon fignifies he is ready: 
upon which two of the children put a thong about his neck, 
one flanding on one fide, and the other oppotite, and pull vio- 
lently ’till he is ftrangled ; then they cover him with earth, and 
over that erect a kind of rough monument of ftones. As for 
fuch perfons as have no children, they requeft this office from 
their friends ; though in this laft cafe it is not always complied 
with, Thefe Indians believe in a Supreme Being, infinitely 
good, and the auther of all their bleffings : they believe alfo in 
an evil being, of whom they are much afraid. 

The Indians adjoining to Hudfon’s Bay, except when intoxi- 
cated with brandy, are very courteous and compaffionate, even 
to thofe who are abfolute ftrangers, as well as their own family ; 
and their affeétion to their children is fingularly great. An ex- 
traordinary initance of this appeared lately at York Fort. Two 
{mall canoes pafling Hayes’s river, when they got to the middle 
of it, one of them, which was made of the bark of a birch 
tree, funk, in which was an Indian, his wife and child, The 
other canoe, being {mall, and incapable of receiving more than 
one of the parents and the child, produced an extraordinary 
conteft between the man and his wife : not but they both were 
willing to devote themfelves to fave the child. The man ufed 
many arguments to prove it was more reafonable that he fhould 
be drowned than the woman ; but fhe alledged, that it was 
more for the child’s advantage that fhe fhould perith ; becaufe 
he, as a man, was better able to hunt, and confequently to pro- 
vide forit. The little time there was ftill remaining was {pent 
in mutual expreflions of tendernefs ; the woman ftrongly re- 
commending, as for the laft time, to her hufband, the care of 
her child. ‘This being done, they took leave in the water : the 
woman, quitting the canoe, was drowned ; and the man, with 
the child, got fafe to fhore, and is now taken much notice of by 
the people thereabouts.—It appears, upon the whole, that the 
fingle object in view was the prefervation of the child. 








“BP Lee oT ft Om, 
OLOMON fays, * Liften not to all that is fpoken, left 


thou hear thy fervant curfe thee.” It is fcarce credible 
what uneafinefs is created by curiofity, when we pry into fecrets 
that are better unknown. ‘The difcovery of fuch fecrets loads 
the mind with fefpicion, rendering our conduét uniteady and 
perplexed. A magic glafs, to view all the malice that 15 at 
work againit us, would b. a great curle. P 
dink 
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4n Account of @ curious CATHOLIC CEREMONY az 


Besancon. 





[From THe AMERICAN WANDERER, lately publifhed.] 






T. SUAIRE is the holy handkerchief with which Chrift 
S wiped his face during his futicrings upon the crofs. ‘There 
is only one moiety of this precious handkerchief at Befan- 
con, the remainder is at Rome. Voltaire fays, that ‘* when 
the town was taken by Lewis the Fourteenth, the only article of 
capitulation infilted on by the inhabitants was, that their con- 
queror fhould not remove from Befancon the holy handkerchief ; 
and, as Lewis was more of the politician than the faint, he reae 
dily acceded to this article.” 

St. Suaire has the remarkable power of driving out devils: 
It was fhewn twice a year, Eafter and Whitfan-Monday, from 
the gallery belonging to the church of St. John, by the arches 
bifhop of Befancon, who is alfo prince of the empire. 

The church of St. John lies at the foot of a prodigious moun- 
tain ; the gallery from which the holy handkerchief is exhibited 
i looks upon the fide of this mountain, which, by eight o’clock, 
, yas covered with fpectators, aflembled from all parts of the ad- 
jacent country, to the number of 40,000, to behold this fingular 
phenomenon. The grand ftreet leading up to the church was 
lined on each fide by foldiers, about zooo men under arms, to 
if prevent riots, and to add to the pomp of the fcene. All the 
windows fronting the ftreet were thrown open, from which 
were fufpended rich tapeftry hangings, paintings and carpets ; 
on thefe the whole collected beauty of the town reclined, arrayed 
in their holiday clothes, ftretcning out their lovely necks, and 
flahhing around their funny eyes, at once to indulge the eyes of 
their lovers, and to fatiate their own curiolity. A coup d’ail 
more pleafing, more pompous, more magnificent, I never faw. 
Through the way formed by the foldiery Seymour and I advanced 
up the ftreet to the fummit of the hill, under the protection of 
the young officersof the regiment du ro/, upon duty, who were 
ordered to advance a detachment to the fide of the hill, to keep 
off the mob, who, flimulated by curiofity, crouded around the 
poffeffed. 

There was one perfon only who prefented herfelf to St, 
Suaire ; a handfome country girl above ieventeen. The arch- 
bifbop, furrounded by his canons, now appeared in the gallery, 
in their blue filk capes, faced with red taffety, the drefs of the 
order. The bifhop unfurled the holy handkerchief, which yet 
retained the fpots of blood imprefled upon it by Jefus Chrift, 
Vou. IL, 41. 2¥ while 
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while the drums beat, the mufic ftruck up, and awe, reverence, 
and eager expectation beamed in the faces of the devout. The 
officers, Seymour, and myfelf, at this moment furrounded the 
poffeffed damfel ; we had therefore an opportunity of obferving 
all her manceuvres ; we had often the honour of lifting her up 
when fhe was overborne by the waving to and from of the im- 
menfe multitude. While the holy handkerchief was flying the 
devil feemed ftrong upon her, evincing himfelf, by inward groans 
of the fpirit, foamings at the mouth, and a thoufand antic 
tricks; but as foon as the good bifhop took his anti-fatanic 
handkerchief the poffeffed lady remained placid and compofed ; 
fhe even attended to the flewrettes of a young urchin of an offi- 
cer in the king’s regiment, the fon of the duke de N a: 
This profane rogue would make love to her, tickle her, flatter 
her: fhe feemed to liften, nothing loth to his attentions; would 
even laugh, and totally forget the part it became her to play, 
until the rolling of the drum and the fluttering of St. Suaire 
aoain difturbed the devil within her; ihe would then reiterate 
her murmors and groans. Thrice the good bifhop, with anxious 
and difmayed countenance, difplayed the holy handkerchief, 
and thrice he returned it without vifible effet: the devil fill 
pofteffed the woman, for the attended to the blandifhments of 
the young officer. The devotees were fcandalized, the bifhop 
was in a dilemma, thoufands of gaping believers itood appalled, 
fearing that the tutular faint of Befancon would no more fhower 
down his bleflings upon fuch milerable fi 





e finners. I really fym- 
pathifed with fuffering humanity, and thinking the devil, from 
the contumacy he had really evinced, muft be partial to the 
company of the military, I was endeavouring to perfuade the 
young foldier toretire ; [had juft gained my point, and hearing 
a murmur, infinvating that the prefence of heretics mutt have 
difguited the faint, Seymour and myfelf were efcaping with 
him, when there arrived an order from the bifhopto withdraw 
the young girl from the {pot appropriated to the peffeffed, for 
that fhe was a liar, and neither the truth nor the devil was in 
her; for that had the been poffcfléd of adenizen of hell, the 
facred handkerchief would infallibly have made her whole. We 
had obferved an elderly man, who appeared indigent at the un- 








i 

emly behaviour of the pofl fied, puth through the croud to the 
church ; itfeen:s he bad informed the bifhop of the poor girl’s 
inconfiftent behaviour, which information induced the above 
order. This officious fellow now came back, reviled bitterly 
the pco maid, and, I believe would have a¢tually beat her, had 

fhe not been proteéted by the military. 
No other cemonize appearing to claim the interpofition of 
St. Suaire, the holy handkerchief was returned to the place 
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of depofit, under the altar of St. John. I went home, refleGting 
upon the marvellous power of faith, which would make 49,000 
rational beings believe, not only that a piece of cloth had the 
power of exorcifing devils, but thatthe holy handkerchief with 
which Chrift, under the agonies of the crofs, wiped his face near 
1800 years ago, fhould feem to fuffer no injury trom fuch an im- 
menfe length of time. It appeared to me to bea large cotton 
fheet, here and there clotted with gore, rather than the moicty 
of an handkerchief, unlefs handkerchiefs cf that day were much 
larger than thofe of the prefent fafhion. 

I am told this ceremony, which feems to be adapted to the 
dark ages of Monkith fway, is now kept up, more with a view 
of being beneficial to the city of Befancon, than a conviction 
of its healing powers over individuals pofleffed of the devil. For 
two or three days twice a year, the exhibition collects an immenfe 
multitude ; of courfe, merchants, milliners, and innkeepers are 
great friends to, and believers in, the virtue of the holy hand- 
kerchief. Be this as it will, I was far from fuffering the leatt 
femblance of incredulity to fettle upon my countenance this 
morning. I was really vexed at the levity of the young oflicer. 
ever thew an outward air of refpect for the religious ceremonies 
of all countries where I refide ; a contrary conduct is at once in- 
decent, imprudent, and impolitic, in Catholic countries, e{pe- 
cially as the good will and countenance of the church is a great 
relief to the character of a traveller. 





Anfwer, by F. 8. of Shepton-Mallet, to F. Geft’s enigmatical Lit 
of Parts of a Man’s Body, inferted Auguft 18. 


HE firft I declare on the lift, fir, is HAIR ; 
The three next are EYE, LIP, and NOSE ; 
The fifth isa CHERK ; and the fixch, if you feek, 
You will find that a LEG will difclofe. 


*.* We have received the like anfwer from John Higgins, of 
Mr. Hannaford’s fchool, Afhburton ; R. Cuming, of Modbury ; 
rift 


W. Weiltcott, of Clift St. George; ‘Taflo, of Briftol ; Junius, 
of Chedzoy ; and S. W. 





Anfwer, by F.8. of Shepton-Mallet, to Tafi’s Anagram, snfertee 
4 4 > 
Auguft 18. 
T the front of my houfe, fir, a DOOR long has ftood, 


And the fame, if tranfpos’d, fhews the meafure’s a ROOD. 
2 V¥ 2 “3° We 
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ttt We have received the like anfwer from W. Weftcott, of 
Clit St. George ; J. Quant, of Hinton St. George ; Sobrius 
and Junius, of Chedzoy; E. Hathway, of Pensford; R. Cu- 
ming, of Modbury ; John Higgins, of Afhburton ; J. Drew, of 
Tywardreth ; and G, Bulgen, of Caftle-Cary, 





Anfrwer, by a Conftant Reader, to F. Geft’s Enigma, inferted 
Auguft 11. 


LL hail the mufe, whofe art divine 
Made Homer, Horace, Shak{pear hhine ; 

Taught Thomfon’s pen to paint the {pring, 
Of nature’s varied God to fing ; 
‘Taaght Pope in high extatic ‘ays 
To fing his great Mefliah’s praife ! 

Wheo all that breathes in light and air 
Join Milton’s Univerfal Prayer, 
All hail the mufe, all hail to thee, 
Who thus prefiles o’er POETRY ! 








Anfwir, by F. 8. of Shepte n-Mallet, to F. Reynolds's Enigma, 
inferted Sepiember 1. 


AIL, potent GOLD ! whofe fovercign fway’s ador’d 
if With reverence, by peafant and by lord ! 
“thy matchlefs aid the ignorant and wife, 
The grave and gay, do with affection prize. 
Thou art with honour worth, and beauty crown’d, 
And very highly through the world renown’d. 
Thy radiant form the great imperial Jove 
Aflum’d, to gain the fair Danz’s love. 
Thy power’s tar beyond fly Cupia’s darts ; 
To one he coes, thou gain’it a thoufand hearts, 
Though cynics, by their idle, vain diicourfe, 
Ott ttrive to prove that thou’rt the ouly fource 
From whence all ills proceed, (poor {narling apes! 
They much refemble Reynard and the grapes) 
Their cant fhali ne’er, no ne’er on me prevail 
Againft thy charms ineffable to rail ; 
No, rather at thy fhrine I'll juftly bend ; 
‘Thy aid I ciave, and beg thou’lt condefcend, 
To be, O potent GOLD ! my conilant friend, 
May 
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May thofe who will not pay thee due regard, 
For ever from thy bleffinys be debarr’d ! 


#.* We have received the-like an{wer from .Taffo, of Briftol ; 
Sobrius, of Chedzoy ; 3. Rowf, of Tywardreth; G. M. of 
Compton; G, Bulgen, of Cailie-Cary ; and a Conttant Reader. 





‘An ANAGRAM, by Taffo, of Briftol. 


BAABDACRAAR. 


7 O laffes name, or name of place, 
I by thefe ietters mean ; 
Yet if you do them rightly trace, 
A well known word is feen, 











An ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Chedzoy. 


F calm repofe I am the peft, 
For I difturb frail mortals reft, 

Sweet balmy fleep will them forfake, 
Who my dread qualities partake. 
There are fome foiks who fay of me, 
They think tiat I can never be, 
But were I once with fuch to itay, 
(It need not to be half a day) 
They’d freely own my raging pow’r 
In fhorter ime than hajf an hour. 
I fhould a gay young lady teize, 
If ou her I thould chance to feize ; 
Depriv’d of pleature fhe would be, 
And quick lofe her vivacity, 
Thouvh in agreeable company. 
Long time with {me folks do I ftray, 
Perplexing them by night and day. 
While {ome with patience do me bear, 
Others ave almoit fit to fwear. 
While Iam on my exhibitions, 
I caufe quite different pofitions, 
Strange ditortions, various motions, 
Although attended with ttrong potions, 
To keep me off for evermore 
My ;arent’s body’s ftain’a with gore 5 
Quickly then my ftrength does die. 
Ladies and gents, pray what am 1? 
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4 POEM éy Sir WALTER RALEIGH. 
HALL I, like an hermit dwell 


On a rock, or in a cell, 
Calling home the fmalleft part 
That is mifling of my heart, 
To beftow it, where I may 
Meet a rival every day ? 

If fhe under value me, 
What caré I how fair the be? 


Were her trefles ting’d with gold, 
If a ftranger may be bold, 
Unrebuked, unafraid, 
Toconvert them toa braid, 
And with little more ado, 
Work them into bracelets too ; 
If the mine be grown {fo free, 

’ Whatcare I how rich it be? 


Were her land as rich a prize 
As her hairs, or precious eyes ; 
If. the lay them out to take 
Kifles for good manners fake 5 
And Jetevery lover tkip 

From her hand unto her lip; 
If the feem not chaite to me, 
What care I how chafte fhe be? 


No; the muft be perfe& fnow 


In effeét as well as fhow, 
Warming 
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Warming but as fnow-balls do, 
Not like fire, by burning too. 

But when the, by change, hath got 
To her heart a fecond lot, 

Then, if others fhare with me, 
Farewell her, whate’er the be ! 

























For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
Tue NINETY-THIRD PSALM PARAPHRASED. 


LOTH’D in his bright majeftic robe, 
The Lord his fceptre bears ; 
Fix’d by his hand, this pond’rous globe 
Immoveable appears. 


, Before the glorious orbs on high 
Had fpread their beams abroad, 
‘Thy throne was fix’d above yon fky, 

Thou everlafting God! 





[ The raging feas arife in pride, 
The foaming billows play ; 

But thou can’t curb the {welling tide, 
And make the feas obey. 


Thy teftimonies, Lord, are great, 
Thy promifes divine ; 

And holinefs becomes thy feat, 
And evermore thy fhrine. 


TASSO. 


Briftol, September 22, 1733. 





On HUMAN LIFE, 


St yonder blooming fragrant flower, 
In all the pride of nature gay, 
Uphold its beauties to the morn, 
And blufhing, gild the face of day. 


The genial ray, the breath of {pring, 
Confpire to raife its {plendour high ; 
Exulting 
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Exulting on its ftalk it ftands 
In tints of a ceieftial dye. 


To day it blooms, and every hour 
Sees it more beautiful arife ; 
To-morrow comes—fome nipping blaft 
Withers its fragrance, and it dies. 


Hear then, proud man! a leffon read, 
(Nor read with an unmoiften’d eye) 
Great natnre cries through all her works, 

We alfo like a flower muft die. 


While lafts the heat and fire of youth, 
Swift glice the dancing hours away ; 

Health plants her rofes in the cheek, 
And all is jocund, all is gay. 


But foon the ftealing hand of time, 
Or dire difeafe corrodes our joys, 

O’erturns at once our promis’d blifs, 
Andall our blooming hopes deitroys, 


Awhile we flourifh like a flower. 
And raife our glittering {plendour high ; 
Death comes at lait, and in an hour 
Blafts all our glories, and we die. 





The following whimfical Lines from Waw..is, illuftrative of the 
Word TWIST, in all its Senfes, have been thoaght by Dr. 


Jounson fo curious as to deferve a Place in bis celebrated 


Folio Dictionary. 


HEN a twifter a-twifting will twift him a twit, 
For the twifting his twiit he three twines doth intwift ; 

But if one of the twinesof the twift do untwitt, 
The twine that untwifteth, untwifteth the twift. 
Untwirling the twine that untwifteth between, 
He twirls with his twifter the two ina twine ; 
Then twice having twifted the twines of the twine, 
He twifteth the twine he had twined in twain. 
The twain that in twining before in the twine, 
As twins were intwilted, he now doth untwine, 
*T wixt the twain intertwifting a twine more between, 
He, twirling his twilter, makes a twilt of the twine, 
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